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MY JOURNEY TO SUCCESS

Written by:
Rosie Arcuri

Editor's Note:  Rosie is a member of the Montreal Chapter. She became their Director at large in 2009 and has remained active at the local level. Among her roles, she assisted in the chapter's fundraising committee and helped organize the 2010 AEBC conference held in Montreal.
Above all else, I am probably most proud of the fact that I have not let my visual impairment and my shyness interfere with my career objective to help those with disabilities.

My desire to work specifically with the visually impaired community has always conflicted with my desire to be practical and broaden my career goals, so as to be more employable (particularly since only 30% of persons with disabilities are currently in the workforce). For instance, rather than enrolling in Special Care Counseling or Rehabilitation Teaching for the blind and visually impaired, I instead enrolled in broader programs that I thought would enhance my chances of employment (such as psychology).

Fortunately, my interest in working with people with disabilities continued to grow while I attended CEGEP (Quebec pre-university studies) and university. My strong desire to become involved in the disability community began at the first National Educational Association for Disabled Students (NEADS) conference I attended.  It was at the NEADS conference that I realized how large and how meaningful the disability community and movement could be. Although I came close to running for the Quebec representative position that year, my shyness and uncertainty prevented me from doing so.

For the next several years, I had the opportunity to work and conduct an educational research project with the Adaptech Research Network. Their research exposed me to some of the different obstacles facing students with a wide range of disabilities and how easily some of those obstacles could be eliminated. My involvement with Adaptech, the Center for Students with Disabilities at Dawson College, and other volunteer related opportunities strengthened my wish to work with people with disabilities even more.

In 2006, I finally mustered the courage to run for the Quebec representative position at the NEADS conference. Despite the fact that I was still incredibly shy, I decided that I wanted to do what I could in hopes of making a minute difference for some people with disabilities. Although I lost the election, the running and campaigning was definitely a step in the right direction. Looking back, this experience may seem so inconsequential. At the time, however, I was extremely nervous, as it required putting my life somewhat on display and socializing with complete strangers.
After running at NEADS, becoming a board member of the Quebec Association of Postsecondary Students with Disabilities (QAPSD) was less daunting. QAPSD taught me much about disability rights and the hidden advocate in me began to emerge. Next, I joined the Montreal chapter of the Alliance for Equality of Blind Canadians where I assisted in fundraising and planning the 2010 National Conference.

It is largely due to my involvement with the above organizations that I eventually decided to return to undergraduate studies to obtain a degree in social work. I am now studying topics such as anti-oppression and eventually, I will focus specifically on disability.

While the steps I have taken towards my goals aren't necessarily awe-inspiring, I am indeed less shy and in many ways, I feel more capable than I did at the beginning of this journey. The end result of my experiences is an increasing desire to continue to work with people with disabilities and a determination to make this dream become a reality. That said, this "success" story is still in progress; I will not feel truly successful until I am employed in a position which allows me to help people with disabilities become successful themselves.
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